1111 SW 16th Ave., Apt 156 
Gainesville, Fla. 32601 

March 22, 1977 

Robert 0. Goff 
FCJ/PA Officer 
Office of Public Affairs; 

Department of the Treasury 
U.S. Secret Service 
Washington, D.C. 20223 

Dear Mr; Goffs 

Thank you for your latter of February 7, 1977 and the enclosures 
in response to my freedom of Information Act request relating to 
the autopsy tff President Kennedy. The documents you sent are 
quite helpful to my research and I appreciate there. 

I era, however i a bit bewildered at certain aspects of your 
response and at the suggestion inherent therein that so many 
relevant and important records no longer exist. 

As I read your letter, you seem to make specific response only 
to the numbered requests in ary letter of January 17, 1977. However 9 
my request was expressly not confined to those specific numbered 
requests but encompassed a much broader area, an - described in 
the first paragraph of ray Jan, 17 letter. Thus, I am uncertain 
whether aasearch has been made to comply with ray full’ request or 
merely to comply with the seven numbered !l sub-' -requests. 

Additionally, your lefctez' states that, regarding paragraphs 
1,2, 5, 6, and 7 of ray letter ’’the file search indicates that we do 
not currently maintain any information relating to the subject matter 
of your request.’ 1 I am confused by the specification that you do 
not ’’currently' have such information, for I would certainly bs 
Interested to know if you ever had such information and, -if" so, 
when it was removed from tKcTTiles and its subsequent disposition. 

I press this request because it is a matter of great national 
and historical Importance end it is hard to conceive that some sort 
of records were not maintained with regard to many, if not all of 
the matters raised in my letter of Jen. 17. For example, my requests 
numbered 2 and 3 related to Mr. Kelley’s exhibition of certain* 
autopsy photographs and X rays to staff members of the Warren 
Commission. ' It is inconceivable that this could have been done 
without the making of a single re cox’d . I understand that Mr, 

Kelley is still employed by the Secret Service, sc perhaps he could 
be consulted on this point. In this connection, please note th© 
"Statement* sent to Barefoot Sanders by letter dated Feb. 23, 196?, 
That statement purports to describe the "custody and. possession” 
of the autopsy films by the Secret Service, but omits any reference 
to Kr. Kelley’s exhibitions of this material, although Mr. Kelley 
v/as one of the signers of the statement. To this extent this 
statement is in conflict with the text prepared on June 14, 1966 
which states ’The X-ray films were used" for the briefing of the 
Y/airen Commission's staff..." I would like to know on what basl3 
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if not on some record or written documentation, this text was 

prepared after the fact by those who were, not participants in 
or witnesses to the actual events described * 

Another example of records that should exist concerns the 
pnttographs made during a later examination of the President's 

v^tn 1 ? + d ?Qi ri q ed ir t Jhe . Jupplenentai Autopsy Report, Commission 
Exhibit x9l, secret Service Control No. 1221, These photos 

to r tb- 8 S«e^? Ci -!° ^ r * Bu w kle ^ who a PP arentl y then delivered them 
, , ; * e ooivice, //as there no receipt executed upon the 

delivery _ ol this material to the Secret Service? I think are’'" 
reasonable person would find it difficult to believe that the 
government would oe so casual about the transfer of this vital 

would not execute receipts to perserve a record 
oi the chamoof possession. 

Pile J ‘datS d -S'S 30 ii ik ?oilo draw t0 ^ our atteni;ion a Memorandum For 
5rT+w d * 2 Ib * 1 ?’ 2969, prepared by Kr. Kelley and included 
in the. materials that you sent to me. At the top/ of the first 

?s?? ^ curaent i ? written #9." This notation suggests 

T h SL?i 16 ° ne in a series of related documents. If so, 

noSSon^T 6 ™?* ^ h + r If not > coul(i y° u explain the 

• „ i f ? te that you were a participant in the meeting described 

f ir q t ‘ hp-nrl X >Lwn raamoraad V m * so . to that extent you have personal, 
first-hand knowledge that may be of assistance in answering my 

i ? intention to burden .you with difficult requests. 

A o°— and I wish to stress , this — I do not mean to point accusing 
lingers ^at you, Mr. Kelley, or anyone in the Secret Service. Mv 

,j0 collect every shred of evidence documenting what happened 

? ie Kennedy aut °Psy« I realize that men's ' 
memories fade with time, and that inevitably some records may 
be misfiled or their locations forgotten. I do feel, however, 
tna^ such a state of affairs is not appropriate in the case of 
the records relating to a president's murder; and I hope that 
through my request I can not only further my own research, but 
assist m the compilation of a complete archive essential to 
mture historians. 



I look forward to your continued cooperation. 



Sincerely, . 



Howard Hoffman 



